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Hosting alligators in the afic seems like an amazing idea. If you're the type of person
who, love-love-loves alligators, it sounds like the best idea since bacon flavored lipstick. It's
simply not rue.

From the moment they moved into the aftic, it was nothing more than a daily complain-
fest. Fisrst of all, where was the alligator ramp? How were fwo adult-sized alligators supposed
to get up there without smacking their snouts? You should see the claw marks they made on
theis very first weekend. The resale value on this place fofally fanked. Thanks, gators—
thanks.

Did it end there? No. Not at all. Where was the fully functioning alligator pond they
‘were promised in the brochure? The truth i, alligators need water. T leamed that. Ialso
learned that. if they don’t get it they"lI snap at your hand until you find a solution.

The absolute best I could do was to hang a hose from my ceiling. Sure. the leaking water
was warping my floorboards in my aitic. Sure, the leaking water was waterfalling down my
stairs. Quite the ride...but at least. the alligators were happy. Right? Hal

Unfortunately, it continued. Nothing but growls and chomps afier every meal I ever
served them. Where were the ghuten-fice cuts of zebra? Where was that spicy green chili that
Colorado is oh-so famous for? Why did everyhing have to taste like tires?

Probably because most of it was tises. Have you ever scen the bill for feeding fwo adult-
sized alligators? I's outrageous! I thought that if [ mixed in melted tis, the alligators 1
‘woulda't notice. T mean. look at those teeth. Do they even taste their food? i

After a million complaints, I was ready to bite down. I made a metal suit out of my trash 1
‘can and walked up the waterfall. I told the alligators that my friends in Florida would come
‘and make them ino boots if they dida’t vamoose. They vanished ina flash. It's a good thing,
too. Alligator boots aren't eally my thing.
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1) What is the main idea of this story?

2) What is the tone of this story? How do you know?

3) What could the narrator have done differently?

4) Share a time you had house guests you didn’t get along with:
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‘Writing Prompt: You and your family have inrvited alligators to Stay in your
attic after they were kicked out of their last house. Things are great at first, but
the fn doean’ last. Not-av-all. What did those crazy alligators get themselves
int0 now? Was it one thing after another, or just & couple huge, horrible
accidents? How could they do that to your dishwasher?| Also, if you don's use
complete sentences and correct punctustion, the alligators win.





